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For ‘* The Friend.”’ 


Letters and Memoranda of William Scattergood. 
(Continued from page 74.) 
To S. L.* 
“2d mo. 18th, 1847. 

My dear friend and sister,—I apprehend I 
should not venture to say or write anything 
to my friends, if I were to look at my own 
poor and empty condition, and dwell upon 
that ; but having been persuaded that, ‘There 
is that scattereth and yet increaseth,’ and 
that our growth depends upon a faithful fulfil- 
ment of our duty not only to our Creator but 
to one another, I am made willing to impart, 
as strength may be afforded, a word of en- 
couragement to my fellow-travellers Zion- 
ward. 

I know not why it should be so, but I have 
felt since being in Philadelphia much at- 
tracted towards thee, in the belief that our 
Heavenly Father was exercising thee in secret 
by his preparing baptisms, in order that 
through a deep experience of his work in 
thy soul, thou mightest become more and 
more acquainted with Him, and with bis all- 
sufficiency in every trial; in order, may I 
venture the suggestion, that thou mayest be 


_ made instrumental of good to others. I think 


I feel the weight of such an intimation, and 
I know not how far, or in what way it may 
be brought about; but if such is the case, and 


formity to our blessed and holy pattern ; and 
although we are not able to see at times what 
it is the Lord has in view in thus bringing us 
into trouble and sorrow, yet do we not some- 
times see in the end that it was for our good; 
and although our poor souls have been ready 
to faint in the day of close trial, yet have we 
been again and again enabled to see that his 
all-sufficient arm bas been underneath, and 
that by keeping the faith in Him, every arrow 
and dart of the enemy of our souls has been 
quenched, and ability finally given to rejoice 
in the Captain of our salvation, who was 
‘made perfect through suffering. How was 
this? He who was perfect and without sin, 
yet to be made perfect through suffering? I 
believe there is deep meaning and instruction 
in it; and though the enemy of our souls may 
at seasons be suffered to encompass us as with 
an army, yet to that soul which turns not 
aside, but is engaged still to look unto Jesus, 
the Author and Finisher of our faith, these 
light afflictions which are but for a moment, 
will eventually work out for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. It is 
in my heart therefore, my dear sister, to en- 
courage thee to a steady following on to know 
the Lord, and let nothing deter thee from a 
willingness to hear Him whenever He speaks 
to thee ; and if in his wisdom and in bis good- 
ness, He should see fit to require what may 
seem to be bard things to thy nature, whether 
it be in suffering or acting, mayest thou in 
simple faith yield thyself up to his holy direc- 
tion. I should be willing to tell thee some- 
thing more of my own getting along during 
the time which elapsed between my early 
public appearances, and my being again en- 
abled to lay hold in faith upon Him who was 
near me during the whole period of that dark 
and fearful night. How much I suffered be- 
cause I did not think it worth while to even 
suspect the cause. I kept out of sight the re- 
membrance that I had once known Divine 


thou art often brought very low in a sense of|favor in the work of the ministry, and con- 


the Lord’s hand upon thee, and yet disposed 
to put away from thee even the very thought 
of such a thing, O let there be a renewed 
willingness wrought to seek for ability to 
stand in true resignation to the Divine allot- 
ment, let it be what itmay. * * * * 
May we, my dear friend, never be found 
giving out or turning aside, for the work that 
ig going on in us is the work of salvation— 
salvation from sin and sinful desires. It is 
that which is to bring us into perfect con- 





* Susanna Lightfoot subsequently married John 
Wood, and with him, in 1852, removed to Tunesassa, 
to take charge of the boarding school for Indian chil- 
dren, then about to be opened. She died there 11th 
mo, 15th, 1853, aged 36 years. For an interesting 
obituary of her, particularly for instructors of children, 
see “The Friend,” vol. xxvii. page 96. It states that 
“She not only labored for the literary improvement of 
her pupils, but was deeply concerned for their religious 
welfare,” laboring to bring them to Christ. This Chris. 
tian care and concern called forth grateful acknowledg- 
ments from many of her pupils. 


stantly sought and hoped to find acceptance 
some other way: or if that was the way, I 
wanted to see myself perfect before I began, 
or would have some extraordinary manifes- 
tation, whereby I should be certainly assured 
that I was called to the work, &c. 

O how unwilling I was to humble myself to 
the little, low, and despised appearance of my 
Saviour, and how I wanted some more lofty 
way to walk in than was pointed out. * * * 
My soul longs at seasons for the enlargement 
of the imprisoned seed, and that those who 
have been all their lifetime subject to bondage 
through fear of death (spiritual death,) may 
be delivered, and come to walk in the light of 
the Lord, and to glorify God in their bodies 
and in their spirits which are his, knowing 
Him to be their light and their salvation ; 
and if it may be so, become instrumental in 
inviting others to come taste and see that the 
Lord is g od. Has not this been our experi- 
ence with all our trials and difficulties? And 


can we not say that He is good, and that his 
mercy endureth forever? O, I believe we 
can!. Then Jet us seek more and more a will- 
ingness to be subject to his Divine will con- 
cerning us. Let us be engaged to know his 
standard lifted up in our hearts, that so we 
may at all times resort unto it and follow it. 
My sympathies are deeply engaged towards 
the Lord's wading, exercised ones; and my 
heart’s desire and prayer is for their help and 
encouragement; and above all, that we may 
be unitedly engaged to fulfil our respective 
portions of the work of the day, in simplicity 
of soul, and without regard to the difficulties 
and perplexities which surround us in this 
present eventful day. Although I cannot see 
myself clear of it, yet I think it is unprofitable 
to dwell too much upon the deficiencies which 
prevail amongst us as a people. The Lord's 
children will be united ; but we must first be- 
come his children by faithfulness to his*com- 
mandments; and as we are thus united to 
Him, we shall be so one to another, and thus 
a living church, a visible church will still be 
preserved to his glory, and the peace and 
comfort of his children. 

We long for fathers and mothers! Let us 
remember, ‘ When my father and my mother 
forsake me, then the Lord will take me up.’ 
I have been much of the mind that the de- 
scription given of the ancient Jewish Church 
by Jeremiah in the Lam. chap. iv. verse 3, is 
too applicable to the Church in our day; and 
that, through the prevalence of the spirit of 
the world, those who ought to have been will- 
ing to offer the milk of the divine word to 
the babes in Christ, have been unwilling to 
yield themselves in full dedication to his 
work, but have drawn back from fear of that 
humiliation and suffering, which the true dis- 
ciples of Christ must always participate in. 
May there be those raised up, who shall be 
both willing and qualified toadminister to the 
hungry and thirsty soul, that which is afford- 
ed by the chief Shepherd, and as there must 
be a growth from one state to another, may 
such of us who are young, and favored at sea- 
sons to feel the quickenings of Divine power 
and goodness—who have had much forgiven, 
and much bestowed, both in the way of pre- 
servation and blessing (which is thy case)— 
be engaged to quicken our diligence in com- 
ing up to the mark of true dedication ; that 
so we may know our peace to flow as a river, 
and our righteousness as the waves of the sea. 
My soul salutes thee in the renewed sense of 
brotherly solicitude, that thou mayest be en- 
abled in all thy exercises, to put on strength 
in the name of the Lord; that thou mayest 
seek yet more and more to experience full 
subjection to his divine will concerning thee ; 
for his will is our sanctification, and if we can 
only be brought into full conformity with it, 
we shall find it the perfection we are called to. 

I apprehend that both thou and I will have 
many sharp conflicts and encounters with the 
enemy of our souls, before this is fully brought 
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about; but He who regards the young ravens 
when they cry, will not forsake his children 
that look for and patiently wait his appear- 
ing, but will sustain and shield them, and un- 
less they wilfully turn aside, will bring them 
through to his glory. May this be thy ex- 

erience ; and may the God of all consolation, 
in the riches of his mercy, strengthen, stab- 
lish, settle thee; bring thee to know his will 


For ‘* The Friend.” 


The Locust War in Cyprus. 


The ravages of the locust in Syria, Arabia 
and neighboring countries, have been a source 
of dread from the remotest antiquity—and 
the story of the countless multitudes in which 
they collect, and the destruction of every 
green thing by their immense armies, has 
been a source of wonder to those living in 


and do it, and when the labor of this day of|portions of the earth where the grasshopper 


probation is ended, give thee an inheritance 
among all them that are sanctified, through 
faith that is in Him. 

With feelings of true affection, I am thy 
friend and brother, ie 


(To be continued.) 





The Festival of Burning. 


The village of Meiron in Galilee, lying to 
the northwest of the Lake of Tiberias, is 
venerated among the Jews as the burial 
place of some of their noted rabbis. On the 
roof of the modern building at the tombs, 
there are two columns about five feet high, 
with stone basons or urns on the top, and it 
is in those urns that the burning of native 
offerings by the Jewish pilgrims takes place. 
These consist of silks, cashmere shawls, and 
articles of wearing apparel. Only a few days 
before my visit many garments had been con- 
sumed, and the ashes were still in the urns. 
The great burning, however, is performed on 
the fete-day of Rabbi Simeon Ben Jochbai. 

Professor Hacket gives a graphic account 
of the ceremonies at that festival: “The 
apartment over the graves was lighted up by 
many lamps, and around the court were stalls 
filled with people, their beds, and their travel- 
ling equipments. The pilgrims gave them- 


tribe does not so overwhelmingly abound. 

R. Gordon Cumming met with vast flights 
of them in the interior of South Africa. He 
was standing in the middle of an immense 
plain when he first noticed their approach. 
On they came, like a snow storm, flying slow 
and steady, about a hundred yards from the 
ground. He stood looking at them till the air 
was darkened with their masses, while the 
plain on which he stood became densely 
covered with them. Far as the eye could 
reach—east, west, north, south—tbey stretch- 
ed in one unbroken cloud, and more than an 
hour elapsed before their devastating legions 
had swept by. 

Dr. William Thomson relates that in Syria 
a flying squadron passed over the land, leav- 
ing it thickly sown with their eggs. This 
done, these harbingers of woe vanished ; but 
within a couple of months, the very dust 
seemed to awaken to life and to creep. Soon 
these moving atoms developed into minute 
grasshoppers, who began their destructive 
existence, all moving forward in one general 
direction, a creeping, jumping mass of living 
particles. He was riding near Faliyeb, when 
he noticed that the side of a bill had a pecu- 
liar appearance. Riding up to it, the whole 
lsurface became agitated, and began to roll 
downwards. 





Then he perceived that this} 


male inhabitant, between the ages of 18 and 
60, should pay a tax of a specified weight of 
locust-eggs, to be delivered to the authorities 
by the end of the year. The amount thus 
collected was two hundred and thirty-six tons! 
They were destroyed by burying in great 
its. 

F Notwithstanding this enormous destruction 
of the eggs, the locusts were very abundant 
in 1881, but the unusual abundance of wild 
grass tended to mitigate the damage to the 
green crops. Nevertheless the necessity for 
vigorous measures was evident. A price was 
paid for the eggs, and the quantity collected 
between the 7th mo. of 1881, and the 2d mo. 
1882, reached the amazing amount of one 
thousand three hundred and twenty-nine and a 
half tons! 

The eggs of the locust are never laid in 
the cultivated fields, but in the wild and 
rocky parts of the land, with which Cyprus 
abounds. It would evidently be impossible to 
destroy the insect by collecting the eggs alone. 
Enough would always remain unfound to be 
the progenitors of an ever-increasing multi- 
tude. Preparations were therefore made on 
a large scale for the destruction of the young 
locusts themselves. Pieces of coarse woollen 
cloth were prepared, each about 50 yards 
long and a yard wide, on the upper part of 
which was a6 inch edging of smooth oil-cloth. 
When a locality abounding in young locusts 
was discovered, these strips were placed so as 
to intercept their march, the bottom being 
‘about 6 inches under the surface of the ground. 
Near the strips, long trenches were dug to 
receive the locusts, who were prevented from 
‘climbing out by boards with a strip of zinc at 
ithe top. 

Of these screens 5500 were prepared. The 


selves up to intoxication, singing, dancing, animated dust was composed of myriads ofjisland was divided into 10 locust districts, in 


and clapping of hands, while some more war-| 


like kept up an exhibition of sword-play. 
After dark the crowd filled the court, stalls, 
gallery and corridor almost to suffocation. A 


pillar supporting a stone trough stood at one| 


corner of the gallery, and near it a vessel 
with oil, in which the articles to be burnt 
were first dipped. Ata given signal, a man 
with a blazing torch mounted the stairs to 
the gallery, and all were now eager with ex- 
pectation. The first article burnt was a costly 
shawl, the offering of a rich Jew from Joppa, 
who had paid about 2000 piastres for the 
privilege of opening the ceremony. As the 
shawl began to blaze, the multitude shouted, 
men clapped their hands, and the shrill, tremu- 
lous cry of the women made the welkin 
ring. Otber offerings—shawls, scarfs, hand- 
kerchiefs, books and the like—were brought 
forward, dipped in oil, and consumed; while, 
from time to time, as an article was seen to 
be of special value, or burnt with uncommon 
brilliancy, the spectators broke forth into 
renewed expressions of delight.” 

Thus this work of folly and drunken mad- 
ness went on until our informant was obliged 
to leave. It is, in fact, kept up all night; but 
I have not been able to ascertain the real 
significance of that most absurd festival. It 
is, of course, intended to honor the great 
rabbi whose tomb is said to be there, and is 
also connected with some vague ideas of merit, 
by which the donors will receive some benefit 


minute locusts, so young that they could not 
‘even jump; but in their infantile alarm, they 
‘rolled over and over, producing an effect like 
the movement of fluid mortar. 

Some years later, when living on Mount 


|Lebanon, an alarm was raised that incaleu- 


lable swarms of young locusts were marching 
‘up the valley towards the village. The in- 
habitants turned out to endeavor, if possible, 
to turn aside their line of march. The whole 
face of the mountain was black with the 
closely serried ranks, which advanced steadily, 
like a well-disciplined army. They were at 
the wingless stage, and of the size of average 
grasshoppers. , st ee were dug, fires were 
kindled, thousands were slain. Still fresh 
hordes pressed on in bewildering multitudes. 
Hoping to protect his own little garden, Dr. 
Thomson hired a number of laborers to keep 
up fires and beat off the locusts. For some 
hours the struggle was kept up, but as the 
irresistible army continued to advance in ever 
increasing multitude, the men gave up the 
struggle in despair, and surrendered to the 
conquerors. For four days did this march 
continue, and when the locusts had gone, 
nothing remained of the vines and trees but 
naked branches, the fields of corn were strip- 
ped of every leaf, and not a blade of grass re- 
mained. 

The island of Cyprus has suffered much from 





this diminutive foe, and the official reports of 


its High Commissioner, give some instructive 


from the prayers or intercessions of their|details of the efforts used to check its progress. 


saints, an error found amongst all Oriental 


In the summer of 1880, the swarms were so 


sects in one form or another.—Wm. M.|vast as to threaten great calamity to the is- 
Thomson. 





land. A regulation was adopted that every 


| which 1500 workmen were distributed, under 
52 overseers. The first duty of these over- 
‘seers was to go over the district allotted to 
|them in search of places where newly hatched 
‘locusts were numerous, and enclose these with 
ithe cloth screens, or to set up the screens in 
the direction in which the locusts might be 
expected to march. The young locusts are 
hatched about the beginning of the Third 
month, and their wings do not develop, so as 
‘to enable them to fly, for several weeks. 
|During this wingless state, their destruction 
is mainly effected. The rate at which they 
‘march varies with their age, being about two 
miles a day in those fully grown. Arthur 
Young, the Commissioner of the Famagusta 
district, in the eastern division of the island, 














reported that when the locusts were on quick j=» 


march, the pits would be filled to the brim in 
about one hour anda half. As fast as they 
were filled, they were covered with earth and 
pressed down so as to destroy the insects thus 
buried. In his district 32,220 pits were filled, 
each containing about a cubie yard of insects 
--the total weight of which was estimated a 
more than 12,000 tons. 

Inglis, the Commissioner of Nicosia, in th 
western division of Cyprus, says in his report 
“Towards the end of the destruction, wher 
the locusts concentrated, labor was difficult 
to obtain, and I saw a line of screens, som 
three or four miles long, which had stoppe 
the progress of a vast column of locusts. Pit 
or trenches were dug at right angles to th 
screens, 25 or 30 feet long, 4 feet deep, and 
from 3 to 4 and a half feet wide. The locusts 
were advancing so quickly, compactly and 
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closely, that the noise of their falling into the 
chasm was like the sound of rushing water. 
These pits were filled in and others dug, but 
not fast enough. 

No wonder that a Yorkshire pig-breeder, 
when he heard of these details, was distressed 
at the idea ofso much good food being wasted, 
and wished he could get them boiled down to 
feed his pigs! 

In the arrangements for the present year, 
no attempt is to be made to destroy the eggs, 
which can never be thoroughly done, and 
which necessarily involves the destruction of 
the larve of the bee-fly, which feeds on the 
eggs of the locust, and is thus a valuable ally 
in keeping down their numbers. A very 
large addition was made to the number of 
screens and traps, and an increased number 
of men employed. 

The preceding sketch has been condensed 
from an interesting article by C. F. Gordon 
Cumming in The Nineteenth Century. 





Report of Committee to Visit Meetings and 
Members. 
To the Yearly Meeting: The Committee 


refusing obedience to his requisitions, it may|heads of families that they endeavor to in- 


bein what are called little things, have not ad- 
vanced in spiritual stature, nor become pre- 
pared to be entrusted by the Head of the 
Church with those gifts, which, we believe, 
He would have conferred upon them had 
they been faithful to his will. To these, we 
believe, knowledge bas not been wanting, but 
unreserved obedience ; and we earnestly de- 
sire, that such of this class as may still be 
sensible of the continued strivings of the Holy 
Spirit with them, may no longer “ consult 
with flesh and bléod,” but submitting to its 
transforming operations become willing to 
obey and follow Him, “ who for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross, despis- 
ing the shame, and is set down at the right 
band of the throne of God.” 

We have been brought into tender sympa- 


struct their children and families in the doe- 
trines and precepts of the Christian religion 
as contained in the Holy Scriptures, and that 
they excite them to the diligent reading of 
those excellent writings, which plainly set 
forth the miraculous conception, birth, holy 
life, wonderful works, blessed example, meri- 
torious death, and glorious resurrection, as- 
cension and mediation of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, and to educate their children in 
the belief of those important truths, as well 
as in the belief of the inward manifestation 
and operation of the Holy Spirit on their own 
minds.” 

Where parents are not themselves con- 
vinced of the importance of maintaining our 
testimonies to plainness of dress and address, 
we believe the Church has often suffered 


thy with our beloved young friends, many of| great loss by the want of that training of the 


whom we have felt very near to our best life, 
believing that not a few of them have been 
preciously visited by their Heavenly Father, 
and that a hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness and purity of heart have been begotten in 
their souls. 





Ve would encourage these to 


children to bear the cross in their youth, 
which experience has shown to have been as 
a hedge around many in preserving them 
from evils, and to have often prepared the 
way for dedication of heart and usefulness in 
the Church. We would affectionately com- 


cherish, as among their choicest blessings,|)mend these important subjects to the con- 


appointed last year to perform a general visit|these tendering visitations of their Saviour's' sideration of those who may not be exem- 
to our meetings and members, as way might|love; and desire that they may not be per-|plary in these respects, earnestly desiring to 
open for it, report : plexed or discouraged by the unsettlement in| strengthen their hands in the observance of 
That by portions of our number all of thejour religious Society, but seek to keep their|these testimonies, which, we believe, were 
Quarterly and Monthly Meetings and Meet-|spiritual eye fixed upon their Redeemer, who founded in Divine wisdom, and are closely 
ings for Worship have been attended ; some |is able by his own blessed Spirit to guide them|connected with the welfare of our religious 
of them several times. A visit to our mem-|into all truth, make them quick of understand-' Society. 
bers in their families has also been performed | ing in his holy fear, and enable them to discern| In the course of this visit the Committee 
in many neighborhoods, and some meetings|between that which serveth Him and that: bas been much impressed with a too general 
have been appointed in different localities for| which serveth Him not. While we would com-| want of dedication of heart and devotedness 
Friends generally, which have been largely | mend these to the guidance and safe-keeping of to the cause of Christ. As a people we have 
attended. the Good Shepherd, who, we believe, is ten-! been greatly blessed in temporal things, and 
In the prosecution of the weighty service) derly watching over the lambs of the flock, we there is cause to fear that many have sat 
entrusted to us we may acknowledge with|desire that they may also be cherished by the down in the too exclusive enjoyment of that 
thankfulness that we have been animated|Church, and that the hearts of fathers and/which can be obtained by wealth or afflu- 
from time to time with renewed evidences of|mothers may be turned more and more tojence: in the refined pleasures of this life, 
Divine regard, and through the condescension | these, in the gathering love of Christ, seeking a luxurious style of living, and a state of ease, 
of the Head of the Church the overshadow-|from Him ability to counsel, encourage and conditions far short of that which we should 
ings of heavenly goodness have been felt in|strengthen them. We believe there are of strive to attain as beings ordained for immor- 
many of the assemblies, tendering the hearts|this class those upon whom the Lord has laid|tality, and made capable of spiritual com- 
of both visitors and visited to our mutual|his preparing hand, and we earnestly desire; munion with the God of all our sure mercies. 
comfort and strength. that such may patiently abide all the turn-|To the undue pursuit of lawful things and 
We bave met with much openness and kind-| ings thereof, that thus from among them there|the inroads of a worldly spirit are, we be- 
ness throughout the course of the visit, and| may be raised up “judges as at the first and|lieve, to be attributed the weakness of our 
assistance has been fully rendered in further-| councillors as at the beginning,” and that the| Society in different places, and the condition 


ing the labors of the Committee. vacant places in the Church may be filled by 
Ve have been comforted in believing that|those who, taught in the school of Christ, 
there is a body of men and women preserved| will be prepared to bear testimony to the 
within the limits of the Yearly Meeting who/truth as it is in Jesus; and in their humble, 
are honestly concerned for the promotion of self-denying walk to show that they are the 
the cause of truth, and the support of our followers of a meek and lowly Saviour. 
doctrines and testimonies ; and who, though| We are persuaded that one of the manifest 
often under discouragements of various kinds, ' needs of the present day is a more watchful 
are desirous of patiently maintaining that|care and concern on the part of parents over 
spiritual exercise for the arising of Divine|their respective households in the fear of the 
life in their own hearts and in others which| Lord. Were such duly sensible of the very 
draws down the Divine blessing. These, we|solemn obligations which rest upon them, 
desire may not become “ weary in well-doing,”|and more concerned to bear their children 
believing that the language of the Redeemer; upon their hearts before the Lord, asking 
will be applicable to such, as they remain) wisdom and ability of Him to bring them up 
steadfast: “Ye are they which have con-jin his nurture and admonition, we believe He 
tinued with me in my temptations; and I|would bless their efforts, more and more 
appoint unto youa kingdom as my Father|satisfy the desire of their souls concerning 
hath appointed unto me.” them, and enable them, as it were, to sow seed 
We have been painfully impressed with the| which would be productive of fruit unto righte- 
loss which the Church has sustained in various| ousness long after their heads were laid in 
places by the unfaitbfulness of some who may|the dust. 
now be classed among the middle-aged; who,| The following advice of the Yearly Meeting 
though attached to the principles we profess, |in 1732, we think it may be proper to revive 
from the conviction, that they are the truth, at the present time. “ We tenderly and 





of some of our meetings, which appear hardly 
qualified rightly to administer the discipline, 
and to undergo that exercise which is neces- 
sary for the treatment and right restoration 
of delinquent members. 

Were the eye of the mind more set upon 
durable riches and righteousness, how would 
it help to limit our desires, keep out of worldly 
entanglements, set bounds to the pursuit of 
gain, and so teach moderation, simplicity, and 
a prudent economy in all our ways, as to 
draw down the Divine blessing in spiritual 
increase, and manifest by the expressive lan- 
guage of conduct, that the Great Author of 
all our blessings was the supreme object of 
our love and filial allegiance ! 

We have been sensible that there are many 
influences at work in the present day to draw 
away the minds of our members from an in- 
troversion of spirit and solemn retirement 
before the Lord, and thus to sap the founda- 
tions of our safety; and we have reason to 
fear that these influences and associations 
have so far prevailed with some that it may 
be said of them, as of an once highly favored 


yet by stumbling at the cross of Christ and earnestly advise and exhort all parents and|people formerly, “Strangers have devoured 
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his strength and he knoweth it not.” 
ing, we believe, will suffice to preserve our 


Noth-|at which time one or more slaves are freed. 


Many owners at their death leave freedom as 


strength as a religious body or as individuals,|a legacy to some of their slaves; and, lastly, 


but a constant recurrence to the place of true 
waiting before the Lord, seeking of Him 
humility, wisdom and grace, and submitting 
to the chastening, purifying baptisms of his 
Spirit. 

Notwithstanding our unfaithfulness and 
backslidings, we believe the Lord is still 
watching over us for good, renewing his 
visitations to sons and daughters, and wait- 
ing to bless those who turn at his reproofs in 


many truly generous people free theirs from 
motives of pure charity. The number of pri- 
vate manumissions amounts to about thirty 
thousand for the past eleven years, making, 
with the official, forty thousand in all, or less 
than four per cent. of the whole slave popula- 
tion. From this it is evident that even were 
the unfortunate slaves to have abnormally 
long lives the present rate of freeing would 
allow some hundreds of thousands to reach 


order to draw all within the safe enclosure of| very advanced ages and still die in bondage. 
his fold. May the preciously-visited, and all|—American Slavery in Brazil. 


who have been sensible of the favors of the 
Lord vouchsafed during the course of this 
visit, increasingly prize these manifestations 
of Divine regard, and by a steady attention 
to the dictates of Truth, made known to them 
in their own hearts, witness their spiritual 
experience to be enlarged and their strength 
increased, so that the language respecting a 
favored nation formerly, may become more 
and more applicable to us, “ Happy art thou, 
O Israel, who is like unto thee, Oh people 
saved by the Lord.” 


neiptneiidaomiees 

Brazil is not only the last remaining civil- 
ized land where slavery exists, but it owns 
more slaves than any other civilized land ever 
had that freed its slaves by peaceable mea- 
sures (the serfs of Russia are not bere includ- 
ed). A correspondent of the London Times 
writing from San Paulo gives particulars con- 
cerning Brazilian slavery which will proba- 
bly surprise some of the best-informed read- 
ers. From very early days,—the record is 
clear as far back as 1530,—a regular trade in 
slaves was carried on between Africa and 





Selected. 
UNITY. 
BY JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER. 
Forgive, O Lord, our severing ways, 
The separate altars that we raise, 
The varying tongues that speak thy praise ! 


Suffer it now. In time to be 
Shall one great temple rise to thee ; 
Thy church, our broad humanity. 


White flowers above its wall shall climb, 
Sweet bells of peace shall ring its chime. 
Its days shall all be holy time. 


The hymn long sought shall then be heard, 
The music of the world’s accord 
Confessing Christ, the inward Word ! 


That song shall swell from shore to shore, 
One faith, one love, one hope, restore 
The seamless garb that Jesus wore ! 

Asquam House, Holderness, N. H., 
Seventh month 28th, 1883. 





THE WIDOW OF ZAREPHATH. 
Gently watching, sweetly waiting, even on the very 


° track, 
Brazil down to the year 1830, when the Bra-| Whispering to the loving Master, listening what He 


zilian Government declared it to be piratical. 


speaketh back, 


That it was not thoroughly stopped for many | Whispering that her meal is failing—in the cruise but 


years afterward, is well known; in fact, it 
was still going on clandestinely in 1854, so 


little oil, 
Waiting for the blessed Father, to release her from her 
toi 


that even to-day more than fifty years after|Or to ask some new commission, from the bounteous 


the Governmental declaration, there are to be 


loving hand, 


found here and there African-born slaves. |T° fulfil her whole condition, in the famine stricken 


Since the year 1830, many and various endea- 


and. 


vors have been made to do away with the One more work I have assigned thee, ere thou layest 


system, but it was not until the 28th of 9th 
month, 1871, that the first note of total aboli- 


tion was sounded by the passage of the law| pi) on — 


declaring all children born of slave mothers 


down to die: 
“Feed my prophet, travel-stricken, God will every 
h was low, bat life and duty were the watchwords 
of her heart, 


after that date to be free born, with the only|And she strove to yield her spirit to obey, and then 


condition that the child should serve the mo- 


depart ; 


ther’s owner as an apprentice until twenty- Cometh then the cruise and barrel—very pigmy is her 


one years of age, after which he would be abso- 
lutely free. At the samé time as the passing 
of this law, and as part of the same measure, 
was created an annual emancipation fund to 


be formed of certain imposts for the freeing of | « p 


the slave father and mother of the free-born 


child, or for giving freedom to all slaves who| But the blessing of the faithful waiteth on the weeping 


would never beable to purchase that blessing. 


e, . . 
Since the date of this law the following results And sustaining plenty floweth, for herself and for her 


have been obtained: First, there are about 


one hundred and fifty thousand free-born chil-|Oh, ye tried and doubtful workers, hand ye forth your 


dren serving their apprenticeship ; Secondly, 
eleven thousand slaves have been freed by the 


emancipation fund. Although the official] po, 


emancipation of eleven thousand in eleven 


years cannot be considered satisfactory, that|Shall in drought remain a blessing, and in wind and 
representing only about 1 per cent. of the slave 
population, to this number must be added 
manumissions by private individuals—a noble 
practice which has become the fashionable 
way of showing any extraordinary rejoicing, 


store, 
But she poureth forth her little, and it groweth more} 
and more. 


Faithful to her Lord’s commandments, asking not the 
reason why, 

eed my prophet” was sufficent and she brought her 
whole supply ; 


on 


son. 


frugal store, 
Use it at your Master’s bidding, He will give you more 
and more, 
— of his prophet, and the succorer of his 
am 





storm, a calm. 
“* When obstacles and trials seem 
Like prison walls to be, 
I do the little I can do, 
And leave the rest to thee!” 


_AN ANSWERED PRAYER. 


“O, give me a message of quiet,” 
I asked in my morning prayer: 
“For the turbulent trouble within me 
Is more than my heart can bear. 
Around there is strife and discord, 
And the storms that do not cease, 
And the whirl of the world is on me— 
Thou only canst give me peace.” 


I opened the old, old Bible 
And looked at a page of Psalms, 
Till the wintry sea of my trouble 
Was smoothed by its summer calms. 
For the words that have helped so many, 
And the pages that seemed most dear, 
Seemed new in their power to comfort, 
And they brought me my word of cheer. 


Like music of solemn singing 
These words came down to me: 
“The Lord is slow to anger, 
And of mercy great is He; 
Each generation praiseth 
His work of long renown; 
The Lord upholdeth all that fall, 
And raiseth the bowed down.” 


That gave me the strength I wanted ! 
I knew the Lord was nigh; 
All that was making me sorry 
Would be better by-and-by. 
I had but to wait in patience, 
And keep at my Father’s side, 
And nothing would really hurt me, 
Whatever might betide. 
— Marianne Farningham, 





For “‘ The Friend.” 
Incidents and Reflections. 


DREAMS. 


It is frequently the case that we can trace 
a connection between previous trains of 
thought, and the visions that float over the 
mind in our sleeping hours, so that we can 
find a rational cause for these vagaries of the 
imagination. But even in such cases, it may 
please the Good Shepherd, who watches over 
his flock, to make the impressions thus left 
on the mind a means of instruction or help to 
those who are looking to Him for counsel and 
direction. 

This is illustrated by two dreams, each of 
which I heard related by the person to whom 
it happened. In one case, the person was 
very desirous of obtaining a sum of money, 
about $2000, for use in his business; and he 
had used considerable effort but without suc- 
cess. Whilst in this disappointed and anxious 
state, he dreamed that he went to the house 
of a wealthy man who resided in the town, 
who belonged to a somewhat aristocratic 
family, and had the reputation of being close 
in his money concerns. He thought he knock- 
ed at the door, which was opened by a servant 
girl, to whom he said, is thy master within? 
She invited him into the parlor where the 
man was sitting. In his dream, he told the 
man that he wished to borrow a sum of £400 
for a year; and the man replied that he might 
have it, and at once*gave him the money. 

It is easy to suppose that the thought of 
the possibility of obtaining the money from 
this source may have crossed his mind in his 
waking hours, but not been seriously enter- 
salud eetamt of the improbability of success ; 
and that it may have revived in his sleep 
when the restraining influence of reason could 
not check the wanderings of thought. But 
on awaking, the whole scene seemed so real, 
that my friend felt assured that the way was 
now clear for the attainment of his object; 
and with confidence of success he went to the 
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of it to the world, and this I have not done. |call the sacrament of confirmation, I should 
Had I done this, had I not been disobedient|have to pass through such a purification ; for 
in this duty, I should be ready to die. But,|I had never read, or heard any one speak of 
O spare me a little longer. To-morrow will|such a baptism.” 

be Fifth-day. I will go to meeting, and there} The experienced Christian learns that it is 
make a public confession to the goodness of|through much tribulation that the righteous 
the Lord through his dear Son, and after this|enter the kingdom, that it requires much 
thou may’st come, and willingly will I go.’ 1)“ beating and pounding” to remove the defile- 
thought he agreed to this, and when be turned|ment of sin. The Divine Grace which effects 
away from me, I looked after him as my real |this change is spoken of under the similitude 
friend, and grieved, saying, ‘O what can alljof a fire and a hammer—and the process is 
this world do for me! Soon should I have|compared to the removal from the precious 
been in a state of happiness, out of the reach |metal of the dross, the tin and the reprobate 
of sin and sorrow,’ and while thus ae Yet, while passing through those 






















house, knocked at the door, was met by the 
servant, ushered into the parlor, and the 
scenes and conversations, and even the pecu- 
liar motions of the persons were repeated, 
precisely as he had witnessed them in his 
sleep; and he came away with the money in 
his pocket ; and, it is to be hoped, with grati- 
tude in his heart. 

In the other case referred to, my friend 
was a fellow-member of a meeting with a man 
of contentious and unreasonable disposition. 
On one occasion this person came to his house 
and acted so unbandsomely, that my friend 
lost the command of his temper, and requested 
the other to leave, as he was unwilling to be 
so treated in his own house. Almost imme- 
diately after his visitor had left, he felt con- 
demned for his unwatchfulness, and passed 
through a season of severe mental suffering 
before his peace of mind returned and he felt 
that bis fault had been forgiven. About a 
year afterwards, long after the breach had 
been healed, in his dreams he passed through 


over myself I awoke.” baptisms, there is often granted a sustaining 

A sense of the duty required of her, and a|hope that the effect thereof will be peace, and 
consciousness of her own unfaithfulness, and |quietness and assurance forever; and there 
a conviction that she could not be in a state/are times when the truly devoted servant of 
of acceptance with her Heavenly Father with-/the Lord is filled with peace and holy joy— 
out doing that which was required of her,|a foretaste of that glorious inheritance pro- 
‘mised to all those who faithfully follow their 

Lord and Saviour. 


—_——_o—————- 


might naturally have given to the trains of 
thought in the mind of Rebecca Hubbs the 
direction which they took in her dream. Yet 
the same experience. He thought that he|/it would appear from her subsequent remarks, 
again lost the control of his feelings, and again |that she recognized in it a Divine admonition ; | 
strongly and distressingly felt the sense of|and such we have no doubt it was. 
condemnation; and was greatly relieved on| She says further: “The following day was 
awaking to find it was but a dream. Soon/the Fifth-day of the week, and I went to 
after this, after being at their religious meet-|meeting. A solemn and weighty season it 
ing, he called in at the house of this acquaint-|was to me, and the sense of my own un- 
ance—when something occtrred to call forth| worthiness was so great that I sat under the 
his contentious spirit. The combative feel-|load of the cross ; and returned from the meet-| 
ings of my friend began to rise under this/ing unfaithful still to my promise.” 
fresh provocation, when his dream came fresh-| “ After this act of disobedience, I fell into 
ly before his mental vision, as if a curtain had| great distress of mind, and could take no in- 
been lowered before him. The warning was/terest or comfort in the things of this world, | 
sufficient, and checking his anger, he quietly|concluding I was a lost sinner, unworthy of 
turned and walked away, truly thankful for|/the notice of our Redeemer and Saviour. 
the caution extended in the time of need. Never will my anguish be erased from my |m : > 

A dream related by Rebecca Hubbs, a min- hakedtbenhes Te ny retired walks, when | hen the oe) ane. _ osm ae 
ister of the Society of Friends, residing in}no one could see me, in the depths of my |p peo dev aden’ ao aa -- "life. 
New Jersey, admits of a similar explanation. | grief, were my petitions made that the Lord|— eae a ome G oe thn: J a ae 
She says: “I thought I was travelling on a| would grant me some evidence of pity and “ae ons Seaaee oT at : bi ~— ae . 
road, and saw something at a distance, which, | pardon from his throne of mercy, and not cast | aateoditen Catholic ee Be ake 
when I came up to it, I believed to be Death.| me off forever.” After passing through this | (30d me. 31. 1829) : « My Sean I im passed 


I was glad to see him, as much so as two in-|season of condemnation and judgment, she| © 9... of my life in war th t il 
timate friends are to see each other. He says: “I gave up to make a public acknowl-| oo. ‘> civil oe eo oo db 

asked me if I was ready to go with him. 1)edgment, in our meeting, to the goodness of), ome oa - —_ 1 ald aa » OY 
answered, ‘O yes, I am ready; and willingly|the Lord, in that He had taken meas a brand a eee aanth 2 aaah _— - ae m9 rs 
will I go with thee.’ At the same time I|from the burning, unworthy as 1 was, and} ee ee ee ee 


thought a sense was given me of the sweet/had shown mercy unto me. And oh! une! rien = i” Sttaenas,: Wee anes: any 


The Duke of Wellington on War.—The Earl 
of Shaftesbury recently related the following 
incident :— 

“He once travelled to Hatfield with the 
\Duke of Wellington, who as they passed 
through a lovely country, turned to him, 
‘after a long silence, and said, ‘Can you guess 
what I have been thinking of? Being an- 
swered in the negative, he said, ‘I have ie 
‘looking at this country, where everything is 
| beautiful and fills the heart with joy; and I was 
thinking that, if I had to take military pos- 
session of it, I should have to lay waste that 
|beauty and dispel that joy, and produce in- 
‘stead nothing but devastation and misery.’ 





peace and happiness enjoyed by the righteous, |speakable were the joy and comfort which I 
when the appointed Judge of the world, the/felt. As I walked along the road in returning Je eae ee 
Son of God, gives them a peaceful admittance| home, the fields and whatever I looked upon,| “Why do . . . the people imagine a vain 


into the presence of his Father and the holy|seemed like a new creation.” ithing?” Sureenough! Why do peopleimagine 
angels. I was anxious to be gone; and Death} When Stephen Grellet was a boy at school that they can make anything out of disobey- 
asked me again if I was ready, and I said,!at Lyons, France, he had a dream, or “re-'ing God? Why dothey suppose that they can 
yes. He then looked earnestly upon me, and|ligious opening,” which made a deep impres-' gain in the long run by cheating, or stealing, 
while he thus looked, it seemed as if I was|sion on his mind, and the remembrance of or lying? Why do they think that they 
weighed in the balance and was found lack-| which helped to sustain him in many subse-'sball fare any better than those who have 
ing. My feelings began to change. As a|quent exercises and trials. gone before them, if they begin a course of 
look from the Lord Jesus reminded Peter] “I thought I saw,” he says, “a large com-/evil-doing? A great many people do have 
that he had denied that he knew Him, his|pany of persons, or rather purified spirits, on|these foolish imaginings. They think it is 
Lord and Master, and he went out and wept/one of those floating vessels, which they have |safe for them to buy lottery tickets, or to 
bitterly, so did this look of Death remind me,|at Lyons, on the Rhone, occupied by washer- stake their money in gambling. They are 
with solemn conviction, that I could not then|women. They were washing linen. I won-/unwilling to believe that there is no hope of 
go with him in peace. dered to see what beating and pounding there |their getting safely out of trouble if once they 

“T began again to talk with him, and in|was upon it, but how beautifully white it|start in the use of money which is not their 
much fear and sorrow, said, ‘O Death!-I|came out of their hands. I was told I couldjown. They cannot think that moderate drink- 
thought I was ready to go with thee, but I/not enter God’s kingdom until I underwent jing is imminent dangertothem. They fancy 
find [am not. There is only one thing that/such an operation,—that unless I was thus|that in one way or another they shall be 
doth hinder me, and I will tell it to thee. I|washed and made white, I could have no part |taken care of, if they wont take care of them- 
am a monument of Divine mercy. I havelin the dear Son of God. For weeks I was|selves; and if they refuse salvation on its 
known both the terrors and the loving-kind- absorbed in the consideration of the subject—|only terms so long as they have a choice in 
ness of the Lord, and having experienced his|the washing of regeneration. I had never|the matter, salvation will somehow be forced 
mercy, and the sweet power of Jesus to de-|heard of such things before, and I greatly!on them when they can refuse no longer. 
liver and save alive the soul, the Lord has| wondered that, having been baptized with |‘‘ Why do the people imagine a vain thing ?” 
required of me to make an acknowledgment water, and having also received what they'—H. C. Trumbull. 
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They also Serve who only Stand and Wait.— 
What a cheering thought this is to very many 
of us! How frequently when we look around 
and see people who always seem to know 
how to say and do the right thing at the 
right time—seeming to be always active and 
always of use; we muse on our own little- 
ness and uselessness, and wonder why, with 
all our endeavors, we cannot be as thoughtful 
as they are. While perhaps if we could only 


think so, we are at that time doing the most 


important work we could do by being in 
readiness to lend a helping hand whenever it 
is required. 

It is not given us all to work in the same 
manner, else there would be some vacant 
places among the operatives. If we were all 
active, busy, go-ahead workers—all gathering 
sheaves for the Lord of the Harvest—there 
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from the moral responsibility of inviting a 
great body of workmen into such an environ- 
ment. At any rate, they told the city au- 
thorities that they must enforce the city 
ordinances against gambling and low amuse- 
ments. If they did, the city would get the 
new shop and the new railroad ; if not, they 
would remove their present shops to another 
point. This had the desired effect.—American. 

Rebuke to Obscenity —W. Montross, of the 
New York Police Gazette, was convicted re- 
cently in Atlanta, Georgia, of distributing 
“an obscene pictorial newspaper,” and was 
sentenced to pay a fine of $1000 and serve 
twelve months in the chain gang. It appears 
that several weeks ago Montross went to 
Atlanta by order of the proprietor of that 
sheet, for the purpose of making a test case 
under the Georgia law of 1878. The Presid- 


would be none left to glean the straws from |ing Judge, in passing sentence, said he “ would 
the border of the field. Let us not then be|impose the full penalty, because the defendant 
weary of our life-work, be it ever so obscure ;;was seeking to get a foothold for the paper, 
but remember that “God who counts by|which has been suppressed for five years.” 
souls, not stations,” loves and prospers you|The case will be appealed to the Supreme 
and me. And let us also take courage when |Court.—Philada. Ledger. 

we think that the same hand which formed| Places of Worship in England and Wales.— 
the torrent mountain stream, rushing head-|A statistical return shows that the established 
long to its destiny, also formed with equal|Church of England has 14,573 ; the Wesleyan 
care the little babbling brook, which makes| Methodists and their various divisions, 12,375; 
green the pastures through which it murmurs. |the cases 2603; Baptists, 2243 ; Cal- 
—American Rural Home. vinistic Methodists, 895; Roman Catholics, 


It is not the having a high temper, but it 
is the letting a high temper have you, that you 
should be ashamed of. Unless you could get 
angry, you would not be worth much for 
active service in the world; but unless you 
can control your anger, you will do altogether 
too much in the world—and that not in the 
best way. A strong spirit well managed is a 
finer sight than a lack of spirit. One of the 
precepts of Buddha’s Book of Virtue is: “ He 
who holds back rising anger like a rolling 
chariot, him I call a real driver; other people 
are but holding the reins.” A better Book 
than Buddha’s says: “ He that is slow to 
anger is better than the mighty ; and he that 
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city.” 
—S. S. Times. 


Items. 


Opium in China.—A petition to the British 
House of Commons against the opium trade 
with China, was signed by 231 Protestant 
missionaries in that country, only four having 
refused to sign. It represents the use of 
opium as an evil the baneful effects of which 
can scarcely be overestimated—that by the 
introduction into its treaty with China of a 
clause legalizing the opium trade, Great 
Britain is in measure responsible for those 
evils—that its use is rapidly spreading—and 
that it presents an obstruction to the success- 
ful prosecution of their work. 

Business value of Morality —The Atchison, 


Topeka and Santa Fé Railroad presents itself 


in the novel attitude of a censor of public 
morals. It has workshops at Fort Dodge, in 
Kansas, and has been contemplating their ex- 
tension as well as the construction of a tribu- 
tary line from tbat point. But Fort Dodge 
has been one of those Western towns in which 
decency and good order are not yet estab- 
lished. Gambling places, low dancing-halls, 
—the resorts of bad men and worse women, 
—have been prominent in the place. Either 
the railroad men did not think its property 
safe in such a community, or they shrank 


| 
824; Friends, 375; English Presbyterians, 
201; Unitarians, 124, and Jews, 60. 


For ‘* The Friend.” 
Natural History, Science, &. 


Sagacity of a Horse.—Pains have been taken 
to verify the truth of the following narrative, 
published in Nature, an English Journal. 

“The horse under notice, an old blind one, 

belonging to a small tradesman and farmer, 
was turned out to graze on the common near 
the owner’s house. For some cause it wound 
its way through lanes to the blacksmith’s, 
where he had often been before. The en- 
trance to the forge is difficult of access on ac- 
count of the ditches on either side, but the 
animal reached it safely, took its stand by the 
forge, and then neighed. The blacksmith 
being at work in his garden, and hearing a 
horse neigh, looked for it, and not seeing it, 
returned to his gardening operations. in a 
short time he heard it again, but could not 
see a horse anywhere, until he went into his 
shop, where he found it standing very quietly 
by the forge as if waiting to be shod. Think- 
ing some one must have brought it there, the 
blacksmith looked at its feet, and found one 
with the shoe pressing into the frog, causing 
great pain. He then put on another shoe, 
and sent the horse back to its owner.” 

Corals of Ceylon.—W hat far more interested 
me than the terrestrial gardens in the neigh- 
borhood of Galle, were the submarine coral 
gardens. In the coloring of these, green pre- 
dominates in a great variety of shades and 
tones. 
all classes are colored green,’such as many 
fishes and crustacea, worms and sea-anemones; 
indeed, creatures which elsewhere seldom or 
never appear in green livery wear it here; 
for instance, several star-fish, sea-urchins, sea- 
cucumbers ; also some enormous bivalves. It 
is impossible to weary of admiring it, for, on 
the one hand, the most wonderful gradations 
and modifications of this prevailing green 
hue may be traced, and, on the other, num- 


bers of vividly and gaudily colored forms are 


Innumerable inhabitants of the sea of| after the manner of a dog. 


scattered through the corals. Many small 
fishes and crustaceans are particularly dis- 
tinguished by such gaudy coloring as they 
seek their food among the ramifications of 
the coral trees. 

These coral gardens display, indeed, a lovely 
and truly fairy-like scene, as we row over 
them in a boat at low tide and on a calm sea. 
A great variety of most beautiful and singular 
species here grow close together on so nar- 
row a space that in a very few days I made 
a splendid collection. I procured most of the 
corals by the help of divers. Armed with a 
strong crowbar, they uprooted the limestone 
structure of even very large coral stocks from 
their attachment to the rocky base, and raised 
them most skilfully up to the boat. These 
masses often weighed from 50 to 80 pounds, 
and it cost no small toil and care to lift them 
uninjured into the boat. 
fragile that, in taking them out of the water, 
they break by their own weight. It is not 
from above, however, that a coral reef dis- 
plays its full beauty. In the absence of a 
diving-bell I tried to dive to the bottom, and 
keep my eyes open under the water, and after 
a little practice I found this easy. The en- 
chanted eye is startled by the wonderful 
effects of light, which are so different from 
those of the upper world; and they lend a 
double interest -to the forms and movements 
of the myriads of creatures that swarm among 
the corals. There is in fact a whole multi- 
tude of singular fishes, crustacea, mollusca, 
radiata, worms, &c., whose food consists solely 
of the coral-polyps among whom they live. 

_But the naturalist cannot swim with im- 
punity among thecoral banks. The Millepora, 
as well as the Meduse which float among 
them, burn him, wherever they touch, like 
the most venomous nettles; the sting of the 
fish known as Synanceia, is as painful and 
dangerous as that of the scorpion ; numbers 
of crabs nip his tender feet with their power- 
ful claws ; black sea-urchins thrust their foot- 
long spines, covered with fine a set the 
wrong way, into the sole of his foot, where 
they break off and remain, causing very seri- 
ous wounds. The numberless points and an- 
gles with which the limestone skeleton of the 
coral is armed, inflict wounds at every at- 
tempt to detach and removea portion. Never 
in my life have I been so gashed and mangled 
as after a few days of diving and coral fishing 
at Galle. But what are these transient suffer- 
ings to a naturalist when set in the scale 
against the fairy-like scenes of delight, with 
which a plunge among these marvellous 
coral-groves enriches his memory for life !— 
Haeckel’s Ceylon. 

Reasoning Powers in the Cat.——My brother- 
in-law, Benjamin Hall, bad a large cat which 
showed some characteristics which may be 
worthy of record. 

He was much attached to his master, and 
followed him in his walks about the fields, 
On one occasion 
he was thus conducted to a considerable dis- 
tance from the house into the prairie, where 
a considerable number of the spotted prairie 
gophers had colonized, invited no doubt, by 
the favorable condition of the soil for their 
burrows. The cat soon captured one of these, 
which he brought to his master, whose ca- 
resses and commendations seemed to be highly 
gratifying to him. The cat then made a 
breakfast of his capture. 

Very frequently after that the cat would 
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resort to this favorite hunting ground, but 
would never eat his game on the spot, but 
would bring it home and exhibit it in triumph, 
and, after being duly caressed, would quietly 
go to some convenient, retired place, and make 
is meal. 

One day he followed his master among 
/some trees. On the outer end of a bough, a 
young robin was observed about 12 feet from 
‘the ground. The bird was soon observed by 
) the cat, who deliberately surveyed the situa- 
tion for a few minutes and then stealthily re- 
paired to the foot of the tree and began to 
ascend it on the side opposite the bird, com- 


pletely concealing himself from the bird till | 


he reached a large limb which projected out 
over the bird. Slowly and cautiously he crept 
along the upper side of this limb till nearly 
over the bird, when he gave a spring, caught 
the bird in its flight, and lit upon the ground 
and ran away with his prize. He had been 
often reproved for catching birds; so, as if 
conscious he had done wrong, be did not pre- 
sent himself for commendation as he did when 
he had caught a gopher.—J. D. Caton. 

Every morning we enter upon a new day, 
carrying still an unknown future in its bosom. 
Thoughts may be born to-day, which may 
never be extinguisbed. Hopes may be excited 
to-day which may never expire. Acts may 
be performed to-day, the consequence of which 
may not be realized till eternity. 
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Our attention has been called to the sub- 
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these organizations prescribes, must rest on 
the shietabelts The obligation to render mu- 
tual help has often been applied, not only 
to the extension of pecuniary aid to those in 
distress, but to the shielding of one another 
from the just punishment due to crime; and 
thus has obstructed the course of justice, and 
promoted immorality. 
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liable to some of the same objections; and 
the principle of secrecy and the adoption of 
passwords, known only to the initiated, ought 
to deter every Friend from remaining in them. 
They have been a cause of concern to many 
of our Friends from a fear (which experience 
has confirmed) that they would prove un- 
favorable to the best interests of those who 


The discipline of our Society enjoins upon| joined them. 


us the duty of caring for those of our number 
who are in want—and the query is often in 
each year read in our meetings, “are they 
relieved, or assisted in such business as they 
are capable of?” There is no reason, there- 
fore, why our members should seek to pro- 
vide for future contingencies by such outside 
methods, which involve much expense, and 
are attended with many evils. 

The frequent meeting of the lodges; the 
‘participation in their foolish ceremonies; the 
close affiliation with men of corrupt minds ; 
ithe use of flattering titles, so conspicuous a 
\feature in their prescribed forms; and the 
withdrawal of men from their families; all 
exercise a hurtful influence. But the mys- 
terious secrecy with which they endeavor to 
‘shroud their proceedingsis one of the strongest 
reasons, that should keep a Friend away 
from such organizations. There is no need 
of secrecy for any honorable and good work 
—‘ He that doeth truth cometh to the light, 
that his deeds may be made manifest.” Under 
the shelter of darkness men will often do that 
which they would shrink from exposing to 
the public gaze; and the more thoroughly 
the proceedings of an association are hidden 
from view, the more danger there is of its 
influence being used for corrupt and baneful 
purposes by ungodly and designing men. The 
exhortation of the apostle may well be given 





ject of secret societies by a communication}|to all who are asked to join such societies 
from a correspondent in Indiana, which pro-|—“ Have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
pounds several queries on this subject. Our)|works of darkness, but rather or them.” 
long-settled belief has been, that Masonry,| The disciplines of some of the Yearly Meet- 
Oddfellowship and similar organizations were;ings of Friends contain specific prohibitions 
associated with so many objectionable and|of their members joining with such secret 
evil things, that no member of our Society |societies. That of Philadelphia contains no 
could consistently be connected with them.|distinct reference to the subject. It has, we 
But we have supposed, that the members of believe, always been regarded as so openly at 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, and those elso- | variance with the whole tenor of our profes- 
where among whom our paper circulates, |sion, that no true Friend could be expected 
were so generally preserved from being en-|to take such a step. Our discipline is not 
tangled in this snare, that there was no neces-|merely a series of specific rules, which leaves 
sity to refer to the subject in these columns./our members at liberty to do everything they 
The queries of our Indiana friend have led to|may please, that is not enumerated therein. 
some reflection and inquiry; and to the be-| While it lays down a general course of pro- 
lief that it may be right to caution some of|cedure in conducting the affairs of the Church, 
our younger members, who may be tempted /one of its objects is to provide for such a 


to enter into such associations. 

In the general diffusion of light and intelli- 
gence which mark the present age, the objects 
and methods pursued by the most prominent 
of these secret societies are clearly set forth 
in various reliable works, which are readily 
accessible. These show that they claim a 
field of usefulness in the obligation which 
they impose of assisting and relieving their 
fellow-members when in distress. This is 
indeed their strongest claim on the respect 
of the community, and the most effective 
argument to persuade others to enter their 
ranks. But statistics prove that only a small 
portion of the fees received by the lodges 
are so used,—a large part being wasted in 
regalia, processions, buildings and other use- 
less expenses. The sin and responsibility for 
such waste, and for the idle ceremonies, de- 


structive of self-respect, which the ritual of 


supervision of the conduct of our members as 
may assist in preserving them faithful to our 
principles. In accordance with this, if a 
member should become a Mason or Oddfellow, 
we believe it would be the duty of the over. 
seers of the meeting to which he belonged to 
endeavor to convince bim of his error and to 
induce him to withdraw from such associa- 
tions, so dangerous to bis spiritual growth or 
life, and so derogatory to our holy profession. 
But such cases have so seldom occurred or 
been known, that it can scarcely be said any 
practice in reference to them has become 
established among us. 

When the Grange Associations were formed 
in the farming community a few years ago, 
some Friends residing in the rural districts 
joined with them. There are probably fewer 
evils connected with these than with the 
societies above referred to; yet they are 


Our correspondent queries: “Are there 
many known instances of members of Phila- 
delphia Yearly Meeting who are Masons or 
Oddfellows?” “Would your members who 
have taken the oaths or obligations of these 
dark organizations be allowed a public testi- 
mony in meetings while they adhered to the 
principle of secrecy ?” 

“Is Philadelphia Yearly Meeting apprized 
of the extent to which Friends in some— 
even many—western localities, are bound in 
secrecy, and yet are active members ?” 

As to the condition of things in this respect 
in distant Yearly Meetings, we know but 
little. To the other two queries, what has 
been said may be a sufficient answer. 


Since the preceding paragraphs were writ- 
ten and sent to the printer, a letter has been 
received from a Friend in lowa, expressing 
“feelings of gratitude for and unity with the 
Editorial remarks in ‘The Friend’ of 10th mo. 
6th, in regard to Good Templarism in parti- 
cular, and to secret societies in general; and 
to the truth that a true Friend cannot enter 
into such a work as ‘the missionary in the 
South,’ says in the British Friend, he is en- 
gaged in. 

“With all the falling away from the truth 
for which our forefathers suffered, this leth- 
argy, ignorance or indifference in regard to 
secret societies has crept in, until, in some 
places, it is no obstruction to the recording of 
a minister, or the filling of any office in the 
(so-called) Society of Friends.” 

This letter confirms the impression given 
by our Indiana correspondent, as to the need 
of calling attention to this source of evil. We 
hope that the neighborhoods are but few, 
where any under our name have been entan- 
gied in this snare ; and that such as may have 
entered into secret obligations without suffi- 
cient reflection, will be led to give up all con- 
nection with such associations. For we be- 
lieve, that the Divine power and Spirit of 
Christ, which has heretofore preserved our 
Society, and made it in measure, as a light in 
the world, will never lead any of its members 
into such hidden ways of darkness. 


The Yearly Meeting of Ohio, whose busi- 
ness sessions commenced on Second-day, the 
1st inst., is reported to have been a satisfac- 
tory meeting, in which much tenderness and 
solemnity of feeling was manifested. We 
have received some accounts of its proceed- 
ings, but defer publishing them till our next 
number, in hopes of receiving fuller informa- 
tion on some points. 


In the present number, will be found the 
Report of their proceedings made to our last 
Yearly Meeting by the Committee appointed 
the previous year to visit our meetings and 
members. It seemed desirable to place this 
valuable document where it could readily be 
referred to. 
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 

Unitep Srates.—A decision was rendered by the 
Supreme Court of the United States on the 15th instant, 
in five Civil Rights cases. They were prosecutions 
under the Civil Rights Act for not admitting certain 
colored persons to equal accommodations and privileges 
in inns and hotels, in railroad cars and in theatres. 
The Court holds that Congress had no constitutional 
authority to pass the first and second sections of the 
Civil Rights act of 3rd mo. Ist, 1875, under either the 
Thirteenth or Fourteenth Amendments to the Consti- 
tution. The decision, however, is held to apply only to 
the validity of the law in the States, and not in the 
Territories or the District of Columbia, where the legis- 
lative power of Congress is unlimited. So far as the 
States are concerned, the two sections of the law above 
referred to are declared unconstitutional and void. 
Justice Harlan dissented, as the opinion defeated the 
intention of the people and what they supposed they 
had aenaibbed, 

The cotton returns to the Deparment of Agriculture 
show that the condition of the crop on the Ist of 10th 


The election in Iowa, held the same day, resulted in | ter of Justice ; Sardoal, Minister of Commerce ; General 


favor of Governor Sherman, Republican, by 20,000 
majority, and the adoption of the prohibition amend- 
ment. 

At Nashville, Tennessee, on the 11th, the municipal 
election resulted in an overwhelming victory for the 
Citizens’ Reform ticket over the candidates for re-elec- 
tion of the old régimé. ‘The Reform ticket was com- 
posed of colored and white men, Democrats and Ke- 
publicans, party lines being obliterated.” 

The deaths in Philadelphia for the week ending 13th 
inst. were 322, as against 319 last week, and 298 for the 
same period last year. Of the foregoing, 172 were males 
and 150 females : 48 died of consumption ; 21 of pneu- 
monia ; 16 of Bright’s disease ; 12 of marasmus, and 11 
each of typhoid fever, croup and old age. 

Markets, &c.— U. 8. 44’s, 1143 a 1148; 4’s, 121 a 
121%; 3’s, reg., 100 a 100$; currency 6’s, 129 a 136}. 

Cotton.—There was no essential change to notice in 
price or demand. Sales of middlings are reported at 
11 a 11} ects. per pound for uplands and New Orleans, 

Petroleum.—Standard white, 8} a 8§ cts. for export, 


mo. was worse than on the Ist of 9th mo. The dronth|and 9} a 9§ cts. per gallon for home use. 

at many points, the ravages of worms and the result of} Flour continues dull but, prices remain about the 
previous injuries have reduced the general average of|same as last quoted. Sales of 2200 barrels, including 
condition from 74 to 68. Minnesota extras at $5.50 a $6.25 ; Pennsylvania family 

Lieutenant Story, who went upon the last trip of the | at $5; western do., at $5.25 a $6, and patents at $6 a 
revenue steamer Corwin to distribute among the Tchek-| $7.25. Rye flour is firm at $4 per barrel for pure. 
chee Indians of Alaska the $5000 worth of presents} Grain. — Wheat is moderately active and steady. 
given by the Government in recognition of the fact| Sales of 7500 bushels red, in car lots, at $1.02 a $1.16. 
that they afforded shelter and food to the officers and| Rye is nominal. Corn.—Car lots are in good demand 
crew of the steamer Rogers, burned in 1881, reported|and strong. Sales of 11,000 bushels at 58 a 68 cts., as 
the discovery of an immense river, hitherto unknown|to quality. Oats.—Car lots met with a good inquiry at 
to geographers. It is his opinion that the discovery of] full prices. Sales of 12,000 bushels at 35} a 39 cts. 
this river accounts for the large quantities of floating} Hay and Straw Market.—For the week ending 10th 
timber in the Arctic Ocean, which has popularly been| mo. 13th, 1883.—Loads of hay, 401 ; loads of straw, 64. 
supposed to come down the Yukon river. The Indians} Average price during week—Prime timothy, 80 a 90 
stated that the river in some places is twenty miles|cts. per 100 lbs.; mixed, 70 a 80 cts. per 100 lbs,; 
wide. It lies within the Arctic Circle. straw, 75 a 85 cts. per 100 pounds. 

President John W. Garrett, of the Baltimore and| Beef cattle were in fair demand at former rates : 4000 
Ohio Railroad, has announced that arrangements have| head arrived and sold at the different yards at 4 a 63 
been made for a regular weekly line of first-class steam-| cts. per lb., as to quality. 
ships between Baltimore and Liverpool. Sheep continue in fair demand and prices were 

The switchmen on all railroads centering in St. Louis steady : 14,000 head arrived and sold at the different 
and East St. Louis, entered on a general strike for|yards at 2 a 5} cts. per lb., and lambs at 3} a 7} cts. 
shorter hours and higher wages at noon on the 15th| per lb., as to condition. 
inst. They demand ten hours as a day’s work, extra} Hogs were in demand: 7500 head arrived and sold 
pay for First-days, and 30 cents per hour for all time| at 7 a 7} cts. per lb. as to quality. 
over ten hours, besides $65 per month for 26 working} Forreign.—The London Standard’s Paris despatch 
days. The strikers number 600 men. The strike will|says, there is strong apprehension that if Spain does 
probably cause a blockade of freight in East St. Louis.| not obtain satisfaction for the insults to King Alfonso, 

The first annual Convention of the American Street|Germany will interpose and exact it. It is asserted 
Railway Association began in Chicago on the 9th inst.,| that Germany will require an apology as well as Spain. 
with an attendance of about 100 Presidents and Super-| The Governor of Cochin China reports that he has 
intendents of street railways of the country. The object} completed an agreement with the King of Cambodia, 
of the association is the acquisition of experimental | by which the latter will introduce for the future govern- 
and statistical knowledge relating to the construction,| ment of his kingdom a new constitution. The agree- 
equipment and operation of street "railways. Papers| ment confirms the establishment of a French protecto- 
have been prepared on track construction, propelling} rate, provides liberal institutions for the people, es- 
power, buildings, collection of fares and the removing! tablishes measures for the security of property, reor- 
of snow and ice. The question of electricity as a motive} ganizes the administrative and judicial systems, and 
power will be given special attention. entirely abolishes slavery. It also provides that the 

Two residents of Brooklyn, one 19 years old and the| collection of indirect taxes shall be entrusted to French 
other 47, have recently died from the effects of nicotine] officers, and France will receive 66,000 piasters annu- 
absorbed into the system from cigarettes. ally. 

Governor Eli Murray of Utah, has made a report to} The Paris Telegraph says that at the Ministry of 
the Secretary of the Interior on the condition of affairs} Marine the Shaw difficulty is regarded as settled. It 
in that Territory with reference to the “ Mormon|says Shaw will get an indemnity of 60,000 francs for 
eis He says: “A combination to nullify the| losses at the hands of the French in Madagascar, and 

aws of Congress has long existed in Utah. This con-| that the French Minister of Foreign Affairs will address 
spiracy held open rebellion at one time and continues] to the British Foreign Office a diplomatic letter regret- 
at all times to evade and defeat the plain will of Con-| ting the occurrence. 

gress and the President, and-the adjudication of the Su-} _ Dr. Koch, of the German Commission which went to 
preme Court. I am compelled to warn you Mr. Secre-| Egypt to investigate the cholera epidemic which re- 
tary, and through you the country, of dangers that beset| cently prevailed there, reports that he has discovered 
the eountry in this ‘ irrepressible conflict,’ and to make) that cholera is due to a living thread-like microscopic 
in this report an earnest appeal for the adjustment of| organism resembling that seen in cases of phthisis. 

all wrongs and the establishment of good government; ‘Ihe Khedive of Egypt has issued a decree granting 
in Utah by Congress, which undoubtedly possesses the| amnesty to all persons implicated in the late rebellion, 
Per, and I believe it to be its duty to do this quick-| except those convicted of murder and outrage. 

y.” He further says that, “notwithstanding the law| The Spanish Ministry has been unable to agree upon 
of 1862, forbidding bigamy, it continues to be openly| what course should be pursued by the Government in 
taught and practised, and that the Legislature of the| view of the refusal of France to make further repara- 
Territory created by Congress not only joins, but leads] tion for the treatment of King Alfonso in Paris. General 
in the successful nullification of this law.” Martinez-Campos, Minister of War, also renewed his 

In the election held in Ohio on the 9th instant, the| resolution to resign. For these and other reasons the 
Democratic candidate for Governor was elected by a| entire Ministry tendered their resignations to the king 
majority of more than 12,000. Figures have been|on the 11th instant, leaving the task of settling the 
published from every county except Stark, showing pending difficulty with France to a new Ministry, A 
that for the prohibition amendment 320,450 votes were| Madrid despatch to Reuter’s Telegram Company says 
cast, which gives nearly 70,000 majority against pro-|that the following Cabinet has been formed: Posada- 
hibition. The Judicial amendment is carried beyond | Herrera, President of the Council ; Ruiz Gomez, Minis- 
doubt. The first amendment will not get over 100,000] ter of Foreign Affairs; Gallostra, Minister of Finance; 
votes. Moret, Minister of the Interior ; Linares-Rivas, Minis- 





Lopez-Dominguez, Minister of War; Valcarcel, Minis- 
ter of Marine, and Suarez-Inclan, Minister of the Colo- 
nies. The members of the new Cabinet took the oath 
of office on the 13th inst. It is considered doubtful 
whether a majority of the members of the Cortes will 
unconditionally support the new Cabinet, especially in 
its policy on the questions of universal suffrage and con- 
stitutional reform. 

The heavy rains which have prevailed recently in 
the province of Castellon de la Plana, Spain, have 
flooded that section of the country. Several miles of 
railway track have been carried away, and two brid 
destroyed, causing an entire suspension of traffic. Five 
villages are partially submerged, and several lives have 
been lost. The fields and orchards have sustained great 
damage. 

On the 14th of the present month, a strong shock of 
earthquake, lasting from 8 to 10 seconds, was felt on the 
Island of Chios, during which several houses were de- 
stroyed and some persons injured. Theshock was also 
felt at Syra and Smyrna, and there was much damage 
and loss of life at Aivali. A Santa Marta paper of 9th 
mo. 19th, reports that a number of shocks of earthquake 
had been felt in that city and its vicinity, and that the 
sun had presented an appearance which had alarmed 
the populace. It appears that at the time when the 
earthquakes were occurring in Java, noises were heard 
in the earth in many parts of Colombia and Ecuador, 
and slight shucks of earthquake were felt in many places. 
The sky presented an unusual appearance. A volcano 
is said to have become active in Cauca, which has been 
dormant since the Conquest, and it may be, for long 
prior to that epoch. 

Lima, 10th mo. 12th.—Volunteers have been invited 
to enrol for the civil guard under the Iglesias Govern- 
ment, for the protection of Lima and Callao, when these 
cities have been evacuated by the Chilians. It is ex- 
pected that the evacuation will take place soon. 


NOTICE. 

Huldah H. Bonwill requests that any Friends or 
others having partly-worn clothing, bedding, carpets, 
&c., which they are willing to contribute to the comfort 
and relief of the needy in Kansas and the Indian Terri- 
tory, would send such articles to Friends’ Book Store, 
No. 304 Arch St., Philadelphia. She has found much 
need among the Indians, and among the colored ple 
around Baxter Springs, Kansas, who have suffered from 
small-pox. Being on the spot, she will attend to the 
distribution of what may be sent. 








WANTED, 


A woman Friend as teacher in the Select School for 
Boys. One specially qualified to teach reading and 
writing, desired. Apply to 

Geo. J. Scattergood, 626 Spruce St. 
Mary M. Leeds, 3221 North 17th St. 


GLEANINGS AT SEVENTY-FIVE. 


Henry Longstreth, bookseller, has issued a second 
edition of the above compilation by Susan Lukens, late 
of en Chester Co., Pa. Price 75 cents, postage 
included. 








NOTICE TO TEACHERS, PARENTS AND 
OTITERS. 


The Yearly Meeting’s Committee on Education have 
placed a book at Friends’ Book Store, No. 304 Arch St., 
Philadelphia, where applications from teachers wish- 
ing situations, and committees who desire to employ 
teachers among Friends, may be recorded. 

Please give address, and full particulars. 

Euston P. Morris, Clerk. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 
Near Frankford, (Twenty-third Ward,) Philadelphia. 
Physician and Superintendent—Joun C. Haut, M. D. 

Applications for the Admission of Patients may be 
made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Board of 
Managers. 











Diep, 8th mo. 26th, at Salem, New Jersey, HANNAH, 

daughter of Priscilla S. and the late Samuel C. Shep- 

ard, in the 41st year of her age, a member of Salem 
onthly Meeting. 

——, 9th mo. 30th, at Germantown, Pa., Joun D. 
Harvey, a member of Frankford Monthly Meeting, 
in the 75th year of his age. 

——, on the 7th of 10th month, ANN Jess, a mem- 
ber of the Monthly Meeting of Friends of Philadelphia, 
aged 88 years. 


YUM 
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